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Spirit of Faith: Sacrifice and Service is a compilation of writings and prayers that focus on
sacrifice and service—subjects that are given great importance in the Bahai writings. The
passages compiled here implore all people to make sacrifices and expend their energies in
service to mankind as a means to improve the world of humanity and bring about its oneness.
The Spirit of Faith series continues to explore spiritual topics—such as the unity of humanity,
the eternal covenant of God, the promise of world peace, and more—by presenting what the
central figures of the Bahai Faith have written regarding these important topics.
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PublishingWilmette, IllinoisBahá’í Publishing415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois
60091-2844Copyright © 2013 by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United
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bibliographical references.1. Bahai Faith—Doctrines. 2. Sacrifice—Bahai Faith. 3. Service
(Theology) I. Bahá’u’lláh, 1817–1892. Selections. 2013. II. Bab, ‘Ali Muhammad Shirazi, 1819–
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JohnsonBook design by Patrick FalsoCONTENTSIntroductionFrom the Writings of
Bahá’u’lláhFrom the Writings of the BábFrom the Writings and Recorded Utterances of ‘Abdu’l-
BaháNotesBibliographyINTRODUCTIONSacrifice and Service is the sixth book in Bahá’í
Publishing’s Spirit of Faith series, which continues to explore weighty spiritual topics—including
the unity of the world’s religions, the experience of the human soul after death, and the
promise of world peace—by taking an in-depth look at how the writings of the Bahá’í Faith
address these issues. It is hoped that meditation on the passages presented here will lead to
profound and rewarding conversations.The Bahá’í Faith is an independent world religion that
began in 1844 in Persia (present-day Iran). Since its inception, the Bahá’í Faith has spread to
235 nations and territories and has been accepted by more than five million people. Bahá’ís
believe that there is only one God, that all the major world religions come from God, and that
all the members of the human race are essentially members of one family. Bahá’ís strive to
eliminate all forms of prejudice and believe that people of all races, nations, social status, and
religious backgrounds are equal in the sight of God. The Bahá’í Faith also teaches that each
individual is responsible for the independent investigation of truth, that science and religion are
in harmony, and that men and women are equal in the sight of God.This volume is made up of
passages related to the themes of sacrifice and service. Bahá’ís believe that one way that we
can serve God is through service to humanity. Often, service in this form entails giving up
personal desires but in some circumstances can even mean giving up one’s life. Bahá’u’lláh,
the Founder of the Bahá’í Faith, specifically instructs His followers to expend all that they have
for the unification and betterment of humanity and promises that great blessings are
guaranteed to those who suffer hardship in the cause of the betterment of the world. ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá continues to elucidate the benefits of sacrifice by using the past Messengers of God as
examples of the importance of this supreme act, and offers examples within the natural world
to illustrate the principle. Many of these examples illustrate that sacrifice is not merely loss of
something but is instead an exchange for something far better, though we may not always
perceive or comprehend the benefits.Included in this book are the writings of Bahá’u’lláh, the
Founder of the Bahá’í Faith, considered by Bahá’ís to be the supreme Manifestation of God for
the age in which we live; the writings of His forerunner, the Báb; and the writings and recorded
utterances of Bahá’u’lláh’s son and appointed successor, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. It is hoped that readers
of all faiths and backgrounds will find the passages collected here to be thought-provoking and
inspiring, and that meditation on these subjects will lead to new insights and
understandings.FROM THE WRITINGS OF BAHÁ’U’LLÁH1By the righteousness of God! If
thou wert present before My Throne and didst hearken unto the Tongue of might and grandeur,
thou wouldst sacrifice thy body, thy soul, thine entire being as a token of thy love for God, the



Sovereign, the Protector, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, and wouldst so thrill to the fascination
of His Voice that every pen would be powerless to recount thy station and every eloquent
speaker would be confounded in his attempt to describe it. Ponder a while concerning this
Revelation and its invincible sovereignty; aid it then as it beseemeth thy Lord, the Gracious, the
All-Bountiful.2Happy is the man who will arise to serve My Cause, and glorify My beauteous
Name. Take hold of My Book with the power of My might, and cleave tenaciously to whatsoever
commandment thy Lord, the Ordainer, the All-Wise, hath prescribed therein.3Blessed is he
who hath heard of My grief and hath arisen to aid Me among My people. Blessed is he who
hath laid down his life in My path and hath borne manifold hardships for the sake of My
Name.4Thou art He, O God, Who hath proclaimed Himself as the Lord of Wealth, and
characterized all that serve Him as poor and needy. Even as Thou hast written: “O ye that
believe! Ye are but paupers in need of God; but God is the All-Possessing, the All-Praised.”
Having acknowledged my poverty, and recognized Thy wealth, suffer me not to be deprived of
the glory of Thy riches. Thou art, verily, the Supreme Protector, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.5Blessed is he that hath expended in Thy path what Thou didst bestow upon him through
Thy bounty and favor. Blessed is he who, in his sore longing after Thee, hath cast away all else
except Thyself. Blessed is he who hath enjoyed intimate communion with Thee, and rid himself
of all attachment to any one save Thee.6Gird up the loins of your endeavor, O people of Bahá,
that haply the tumult of religious dissension and strife that agitateth the peoples of the earth
may be stilled, that every trace of it may be completely obliterated. For the love of God, and
them that serve Him, arise to aid this sublime and momentous Revelation.7Blessed is he who
hath remained faithful to My Covenant, and whom the things of the world have not kept back
from attaining My Court of holiness.
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MET Brehmer, “Short and sweet. Great for short daily readings or meditating at length on one
verse from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, The Bab, and A'bdu'l-Baha. All on the theme of
Sacrifice and Service. This. Is one out of a series of six.”

review123, “Great for Devotions. This series is wonderful for devotions. The complications are
well put together for the theme. I would recommend for anyone wanting to get more familiar
with the topic.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 7 people have provided feedback.
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